An Anonymous Email From An Airline Mechanic

For reasonsyou will undestand as you read this| can notdivulge my identity.

| am an aircraft mechanic foramajor airline | work at oneof our maintenance bases
located at alargeairport. | have discovered some information tha | think youwill find
important.

Firgt, | should tell you something aboutthe"pecking order™ amongmechanics. It is
important to my story and to the cause to which you have dedicated yourself.

Mechanics want to work on three things The avionics, the engines, or theflightcontrols.
The mechanics tha work on these :
systems are consdered at thetop of the
"pecking order”.

Next come the mechanics tha work on
thehydraulics and air conditioning
systems. Then come the ones who
work onthegdley and other non
essential systems. But at thevery
bottom of thelist are the mechanics
tha work onthewaste disposal
systems.

No mechanic wantsto work onthe

punps, tanks and pipes tha are used to store thewaste from thelavatories. But at every
airport where | have worked there are always 2 or 3 mechanics that volunteer to work on
thelavatory systems.

Theother mechanics are hagppy to let them do it. Because of this youwill have only 2 or 3
mechanics tha work on these systems at any oneairport. No onepays much attentionto
these guysand no mechanic sodalizes with anothe mechanic who only works onthe
waste systems.

Fact is, | had never even thoughtmuch aboutthis situaion untl last month. Like mog
airlines we have reciprocal agreements with the other airlinesthat fly into thisairport. If
they have a problem with a plane oneof our mechanics will take care of it.

Likewise, if oneof our planes has a problem at an airport wherethe other airlinehas a
maintenance base, they will fix our plane



Oneday last month | was called outfrom our base to work ona planefor another airline
When | gotthecall thedispacher did notknowwha the problem was. When | gotto the
planel foundouttha the problem was in waste disposal system. There was nothing for
me to do butto crawl in andfix the problem.

When | gotinto thebay | realized tha something was notright There were more tanks,
punmps, and pipes then should have been there. At first | assumed tha thewaste disposl
system had been changed. It had been about10years since | had worked on this
particular modd of aircraft.

Asl tried to find theproblem | quickly realized the extra piping and tanks were not
connected to thewaste disposal system, at all. | had jug discovered this when another
mechanic from my company showed up. It was one of the mechanics who usudly works
onthis particular type of plane and | happily turned thejob over to him.

As| wasleaving | asked him aboutthe extra equipment. He told me to "worry aboutmy
end of the planeand let him worry abouthis end!"

Thenext day | was onthe company computer to look up awiring schematic. While | was
there | decided to look up theextra equipment | had found.To my amazement the
manuds did not show any of the extra equipment | had seen with my own eyestheday
before. | even tied in to the manufacturer files and till foundnothing. Now | was really
determined to find out what tha equipment did.

Thenext week we had three of our planesin our main hange for periodic ingection.
There are mechanics crawling all over a planeduring these ingections | had jus
finished my shift and | decided to have alook at the waste system on oneof our planes.
With all the mechanics aroundl figured that no one would notice an extraoneonthe
plane

Sure enough,theplanel choos had the extra equipment! | began to trace the system of
pipes, punps andtanks | foundwha appeared to bethe control unit for the system. It
was a standad looking avionics control box butit had no markingsof any kind.

| could trace the control wires from the boxto thepumpsand valves but there were no
control circuits cominginto the unit. The only wires coming into the unit was a power
connection to theaircraft's main power bus

Thesystem had 1 largetank and 2 smaller tanks It was hard to tell in the cramped
compartment, butit looked like thelargetank could hold about50 gdlons Thetanks



were connected to afill anddrain valve tha passed throughthefuselagejug behindthe
drain valve for thewaste system.

When | had achance to lookfor this connection under the planel foundit cunningly
hidden behind a pand unde the pand used to access thewaste drain.

| began to trace the piping from the punps These pipes lead to a ngwork of small pipes
tha endel in thetrailing edges of thewingsand horizontal stabilizers.

If youlook closely at thewingsof alargeairplaneyou will see a set of wires, aboutthe

size of yourfinge, extending fromthetrailing edge of thewing surfaces. These are the

static dischargewicks. They are used to dissipae the static electric chargethat buildsup
onaplanein flight

| discovered that the pipes from this mystery system lead to every 1 out of 3 of these
static dischargewicks. These wicks had been "hollowed out' to allow whatever flows
throughthese pipes to bedischarged throughthe fake wicks.

It was while | was onthewing tha oneof the managers spotted me. He ordered me out of
thehange telling me tha my shift was over and | had not been authorized any overtime.
The
had
one
was
sensor

next couple of days were very busy and |
no time to continuemy investigation. Late
afternoon,two days after my discovery, |
called to replace an enginetemperature
onaplanedueto take off in two hours. |
finished thejob andturned in the
paperwork.

About30 minutes later | was paged to see
Generad Manager. When | went in his office

foundtha our unionrep and two othes who | did
not know were waiting on me. He told me tha a
seriousproblem had been discovered. He said
tha | was being written up and sugpended for
turning in false pgperwork.

He handad me adisciplinary form stating that |

had turned in false pgperwork on theengine
temperature sensor | had indalled afew hours before. | was floored and begm to protest.
| told them tha thiswas ridiculousand that | had donethis work.

Theunionrep spokeup at this point and recommended tha we take alook at the planeto



seeif we could straighten it all out | then asked who the other two men were. The GM
told me tha they were airline safety ingectors butwould not give me ther names.

We proceeded to the plang which should have been in theair butwas parked on our
maintenance ramp. We opened the engine cowling and the union rep pulled the sensor.
He checked the serial numbe andtold everyonethat it was the old ingrument. We then
went to the parts bay and went back into the racks.

Theunionrep checked my report and pulled fromtherack a sealed box. He opened the
box and pulled out the enginetemperature sensor with the serial numbe of theonel had
ingalled. | wastold that | was sugpended for aweek withoutpay and to leave
immediately.

| sat at homethefirst day of my sugpenson wondeaing wha thehdl had hgppened to me.
That evening | received aphonecall. Thevoice told me "Now you knowwha hgppensto
mechanics who pokearoundin thingsthey shouldn't. The next time you start working on
systems that are no concern of yours youwill lose yourjob! Asitis, I'm feding generous
| beieve tha you'll beable to go back to work soon." CLICK.

Agan, | had to pick myself from off thefloor. Asmy mindraced, it was at this moment
tha | madethe connection that wha had hgppened to me mug have been directly
connected to my tracing the"mysterious' piping.

Thenext morning the General Manage called me. He said tha dueto my past excellent
employment record that the sugpenson had been reduced to oneday andtha | should
report back to work immediately. Theonly thing | could think of was "wha are they
trying to hide' and "who are THEY"'!

That day at work went by asif nothing had happened. Noneof the other mechanics
mentioned the sugpenson and my unionrep told me notto talk aboutit. Tha night|
loggeal onto the Internd to try to find some answers.

| don'tremember nowhow | gotthere butl came across a site tha talked about
chemically-laced contrails.

Tha'swhen it al came together. But the next morning at work | founda note ingde my
locked locker. It said, "Curiogty killed thecat. Don'tbelooking at Internet sites tha are
no concern of yours."

Weéll tha'sit. Now | know THEY" are watching me.



While | don'tknowwha THEY are spraying, | can tell youhowthey are doingit. | figure
they are usngthe"honey trucks'. These are thetrucks tha empty thewaste from the
lavatory waste tanks

Theairports usudly contract outthisjob and nobaly goes near these trucks. Who wants
to stand next atruck full of sh--. While these guysare emptying thewaste tanks it makes
sense tha they could easily befilling thetanks of the spray system.

They know the planes flight pah so they probably program the control unit to start
spraying some amountof time after the plane reaches a certain altitude The spray
nozlesin thefake static wicks are so small that no onein the plane would see a thing.
God hdp usall.

-- A conaerned citizen



